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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
Under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97(b)(3) and 1.98 



Sir: 



The Examiner is requested to consider the references noted on the enclosed Form PTO- 
1449 during examination of the above-identified patent application. These references are 
submitted for the Examiner's consideration and are submitted pursuant to the duty of disclosure 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. In submitting these references, no representation is made or implied that 
the references are or are not material to the examination of the application. The Examiner is 
encouraged to make his or her own determination of materiality. 

The references cited on the attached PTO-1449 indicated with an asterisk "*"were cited 
in the International Search Report for PCT/EP99/02774 dated 16 December 1999. A copy of the 
International Search Report is enclosed herewith. No English translation was available for WO 
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99/04613, but its relevance is stated in the International Search Report as a "Y" reference, 
indicating it is "particularly relevant if combined with another document of the same category." 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.98(a)(3), any information disclosure statement filed under 37 CFR 
1.97 shall include a concise explanation of the relevance, as it is presently understood by the 
individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) most knowledgeable about the content of the 
information, of each patent, publication or other information listed that is not in the English 
language. The concise explanation may be either separate from the specification or incorporated 
therein. 

In compliance with the rule, the Applicant has included English translations of the 
Abstracts for the following references that are not in the English language: DE 2626263; DE 
3415310; DE 3426965; DE 3612223; DE 3737020; DE 3833988; DE 8627212; EP 0314923; EP 
891698 EP 574679; FR 2679105; JP 60561 12. See MPEP § 609(m)(A)(3). An English 
translation of the DE 3941727, DE 4436414, and EP 0774412 references is also attached to each 
of these references.. 

This IDS is filed before the first Office action in this case. Accordingly, pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(3), no fees are due with respect to this filing. However, should any fees be 
deemed necessary, such fees may be charged to Deposit Account No. 04-1415. A duplicate copy 
of this disclosure statement is enclosed for use as may be appropriate. 
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